Presenting the free web-based course French Online
Winner of the CALICO/Esperantic Association “Access to Language Education Award” for best publicly available web-delivered language instruction in 2007
Whether you are interested in teaching a web-based Elementary French course or looking to complement your French classes with more authentic video material, the French Online project answers both these wishes.

French Online is a two-semester course developed at Carnegie Mellon University in the context of the Open Learning Initiative, with additional support from the National Science Foundation through the Pittsburgh Science of Learning Center. The course can be adapted for a blended delivery system (face-to-face and on-line) or a purely distance  delivery. When I taught the course at Carnegie Mellon, I would meet my students once a week for an hour in class and individually for 20 minutes (sharing and alternating weekly the individual meetings with my teaching assistant). During the rest of the week, students went through the course on their own and completed assignments (e.g. electronic chats).

If you are looking to teach a web-based course, each course is divided into five thematic modules, with three lessons within each module. Each lesson is designed to take approximately one week to complete so working through an entire course will take approximately fifteen weeks. 

If you are just looking for authentic video material that relates to particular grammar and/or cultural points, each lesson offers scripted and unscripted video dramatizations accompanied with oral comprehension exercises. These high quality videos were produced with French actors on location in France so the speech and movements and contexts are authentic. Some of the topics include: la personnalité et l’apparence, les loisirs et les projets, la famille, la maison, le travail, les repas, les vacances, les transports, la politique, l’écologie, l’identité en Europe, les langues et la vie…We are also currently adding new cultural material from Quebec.

The full versions of French Online I and French Online II are available at http://www.cmu.edu/oli/courses/enter_french.html
